The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra

The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra promotes and performs western and Arabic music in order
to inspire the children and adults of Qatar and the Arab world to create and enjoy music. In
blending these cultures the Qatar Philharmonic extends a message of peace to the world. The
Philharmonic was founded in 2007 as a center in the Qatar Foundation, chaired by Her
Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. It is composed of 96 professional musicians chosen in
international auditions from 30 countries. The Philharmonic’s first music director, Nader
Abbassi, was succeeded by Michalis Economou and Han-Na Chang, and Dmitrij Kitajenko was
recently named Conductor of Honour. The orchestra has also worked with such conductors such
as David Afkham, James Gaffigan, Elias Grandy, Lorin Maazel, Marc Minkowski and Tung-
Chieh Chuang .

As a member of the Qatar Foundation, the Philharmonic assists Qatar in its journey from
carbon economy to knowledge economy by unlocking human potential. It is an integral part of
the Philharmonic’s work to host new and established composers, soloists and conductors of the
Arab world.

The Qatar Philharmonic gives on average 50 different performances per year at Qatar
National Convention Centre and their home in the Katara Opera House, which it opened in
December 2010 with the world premiere of Marcel Khalifé’s Rababa Concerto. Touring
performances have included the Royal Albert Hall in London, St. Petersburg State Capella
Concert Hall, the Kennedy Center in Washington, Teatro alla Scala in Milan, Thééatre des
Champs-Elysées in Paris, the Konzerthaus in Vienna for the 50th anniversary of OPEC, the
Syrian Opera House in Damascus, the United Nations General Assembly, the BBC Proms in

London, Linz Brucknerhaus, Santa Cecilia Hall in Rome, Russia and a recent four-city tour of
China.

For media enquiries, please contact:
Hala Desouky

Communications Specialist

+974 4454 8174

hdesouky @qf.org.qa
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